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Sunday After the Nativity of Christ 

Christ is Born!  Glorify Him! 

Христос рождается! Славите его! 

 

Schedule of Services and Activities 

 Wednesday, December 31
st

  – 12:00 Noon Service of Thanksgiving (at St Mark’s) 

 Friday, January 1
st

 – 10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 

   St Basil’s Day and Civil New Year 

 Saturday, January 2
nd

 – 5:00 PM  Great Vespers 

 Sunday, January 3
rd

  – 10:00 AM  Divine Liturgy 

 

The 2010 Calendars are now available at the candle kiosk.  2010 Envelopes are also available. 

 

The 2010 donation schedule is available for sign up at the candle kiosk. 

 

The next Church School will be Saturday, January 9
th

. 

 

Looking ahead:  Compline with Litiya for the feast of the Theophany will be held Tuesday, December 

5
th

 at 7:00 PM.  Festal Divine Liturgy with the Great Blessing of Water will be held on Wednesday, 

January 6
th

 at 9:30 AM. 

 

The next Bible Study will be held on Wednesday, January 13
 
th at 7:00 PM.  Vespers at 6:30 PM. 

 

All Archdiocesan Youth are invited to a New Year’s celebration with His Grace, Bishop Melchisedek 

next Sunday, January 3
rd

 at the Archdiocesan Center beginning at 3:00 PM.  Dinner served at 3:30 

PM.  RSVP to Patty Lear at pnlear@verizon.net by today. 

 

Vigil Light Donations (Please remember the following people in your prayers) From Helen Cobb for 

the departed servants, George, Ray Cobb, Fr. Vladimir & Mat. Olga, Darius Walat; for the health of 

Ruth, Vic, Todd, Aleisha, Dick, Jared, Helen March Shancey, Stephanie Kowal, the Tichy, Fuller, 

Kasnot, Speth, Wasilko, Barsom, Soroka and Mell families.  From Donya Yewisiak for the health of 

Tom Robes, Pete Kerchum and Carol Kowalcheck.  From Peter & Garnette Kerchum for the departed 

servants, Mat. Olga and Very Rev. Fr. Vladimir Soroka; for the health of grandson, Michael Lopez Jr., 

Reader Michael Soroka, Peter Kerchum, George Shaytar, Margaret Ruprecht and newborn, Timothy 

Waller, Jr.  From Marsha Wasilko for the departed servants, Archbishop Job, (Baba) Katherine Dyczko 

and Martin Kowal; for the health of the Wasilko family, Helen Shancey and George Shaytar; Happy 

Birthday & Many Years to Uncle Joe Dichko & cousin, Michael!  From Marina Petrov for the health of 

family~Raisa, Yevgeniy, Vladimir, Roman & Polina; safe travels.  From Doris Wasilko for the departed 

servants, (parents) Charles & Mary and Martin Kowal; for the health of the Wasilko family, Carol 

Kowalcheck and Helen Shancey.  From Carol Kowalcheck for the departed servant, (grandfather) 

Andrew Pohopin (12/19).  From John & Carol Kowalcheck for the health of son, Daniel on his Names 

Day (12/17) and daughter, Rachel on her Names Day (12/22) and health & salvation of our family.  

From John Kowalcheck for the health of Carol Ann Kowalcheck.  From Charles A. Wasilko for the 

departed servants, Archbishop Job, (grandmother) Katherine Dyczko and Marty Kowal; for the health 

of Helen March Shancey, Joe Hrebenak, Carol Kowalcheck and Tom Robes; Uncle Joe Dichko and 

cousin, Michael VanGuard on their birthdays.  From Raisa Burd for all our departed friends and 

relatives; for the health of Marina, Vladimir, Polina, Roman, Yevgeniy, Lena and all our relatives & 

friends; safe travels.  From Nancy Shaytar for the health of husband, George Shaytar.   

 

While Holy Communion is reserved for Orthodox Christians 

who prepare themselves by prayer and fasting, 

non-Orthodox visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate the cross 

and receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the conclusion of the service. 

Please join us downstairs for coffee hour following the Divine Liturgy. 

 

Saint Joseph the Betrothed was of the lineage of King David. In his first 

marriage, he had four sons and two daughters. After he became a widower, St 

Joseph led a life of strict temperance. He was chosen to be the husband and 

guardian of the Most Holy Theotokos, who had taken a vow of virginity.  

 

An angel told him of the Incarnation of the Son of God through her. St Joseph 

was present when the shepherds and the Magi worshiped the new-born 

divine Infant. On the orders of the angel, he fled into Egypt with the Mother 

of God and the Infant Jesus, saving them from the wrath of King Herod. He 

lived in Egypt with the Virgin Mary and the divine Child, working as a 

carpenter. St Joseph reputedly died at the age of one hundred.  

 

 

Your Kingdom endures forever, O Christ our God. 

Your rule is from age to age. 

Made flesh by the Holy Spirit, made man of the ever-virgin Mary, 

You have filled all creation with joy. 

The light of Your coming has shone on us; 

every living creature praises You,  the Image of the Father’s glory. 

Light of Light, the radiance of the Father, the same yesterday, today, and forever, 

You have shone forth from the Virgin. 

O God, have mercy on us! 

Rev. Thomas Soroka, Rector 

    (412) 299-3942 

Rev. Dn. Joseph Mell, Attached 

Ms. Doris Wasilko, Choir Director 
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St Stephen the Protomartyr 
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Sunday After the Nativity of Christ 

 

Tone 4    Troparion of the Resurrection 

When the women Disciples of the Lord learned from the Angel 

the joyous message of the Resurrection, 

they cast away the ancestral curse 

and elatedly told the Apostles: 

“Death is overthrown! 

Christ God is risen, 

granting the world great mercy!” 

 

Tone 4    Troparion of the Feast 

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God,  

has shone to the world the light of wisdom!  

For by it, those who worshipped the stars,  

were taught by a star to adore Thee, 

the Sun of righteousness,  

and to know Thee, the Orient from on high. 

O Lord, glory to Thee! 

 

Tone 3    Kontakion of the Feast 

Today the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendent One, 

and the earth offers a cave to the Unapproachable One! 

Angels with shepherds glorify Him! 

The wise men journey with the star, 

since for our sake the eternal God was born as a little Child! 

 

Tone 4    Prokeimenon  (Psalm 104) 

O Lord, how manifold are Thy works! In wisdom hast Thou made them all. 

  

Epistle of the Sunday after the Nativity  (Galatians 1:11-19) 

But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 

For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 

For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond 

measure and tried to destroy it. And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my 

own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to 

reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh 

and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and 

returned again to Damascus. 

    

Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw 

none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. 

 

Gospel of the Sunday after the Nativity (Matthew 2:13-23) 

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, 

take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will 

seek the young Child to destroy Him.” 

 

When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there 

until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 

saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” 

    

Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent 

forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years 

old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled 

what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying:  

        

“A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her 

children, refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

 

Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 

“Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young 

Child’s life are dead.” Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of 

Israel.  

 

But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 

there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. And he came and 

dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, “He shall be 

called a Nazarene.”  

 

Hymn to the Theotokos of  the Feast 

Magnify, O my soul, the most pure virgin Theotokos, more honorable than the heavenly hosts! 

I behold a strange most glorious mystery: Heaven – the cave! 

The cherubic throne – the Virgin! The manger – the place where Christ lay! 

The uncontainable God whom we magnify in song! 

 

Communion Hymn  (Psalm 148) 

Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest!  

 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just!  Alleluia! 


