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Sunday before the Nativity of Christ 

Christ is in our midst!  He is and always shall be! 

 

Schedule of Services and Activities 

 Today after the Divine Liturgy   Trisagion for the Departed 

    In Memory of John Lychkoff from his daughter, Leslie Ann Lutz 

   Due to last week’s storm will also commemorate Stella Saban and Anne Hruch 

 Wednesday, December 23
rd

  – 10:00 AM Royal Hours of the Nativity 

 Thursday, December 24
th

 – 9:30 AM  Vesperal Divine Liturgy 

 Thursday, Decmeber 24
th

 – 8:00 PM  Vigil (Nocturn and Matins) 

    The Nativity of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ 

 Friday, December 25
th

 – 10:00 AM  Festal Divine Liturgy 

   The Nativity of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ 

 Saturday, December 26
th

 – 10:00 AM  Divine Liturgy 

    Synaxis of the Mother of God 

 No Great Vespers this Saturday 

Sunday, December 27
th

  – 10:00 AM  Divine Liturgy 

 

Our Annual Yolka will be held today after the Divine Liturgy.  Please support our Church 

School students! Everyone is encouraged to attend!  Thank you especially to Matushka 

Joni for all of her hard work in preparing the program and children for today. 

 

Everyone is invited to join us in Christmas caroling to some of our elderly parishioners 

and shut-ins after the  Yolka today.  Last year’s event was a great success!  After the caroling, Melissa 

and Nathan Graff have graciously opened their home for some post-caroling fellowship and 

refreshments.  We hope to see you there! 

 

The 2010 Calendars are now available at the candle kiosk. 

 

Next Sunday after the Divine Liturgy we always share our “leftover” cookies with one another.  

Please bring your cookies and pastries for our annual Cookie Sunday during coffee hour! 

 

We would like to express our sincere condolences to lifelong parishioner Stephanie Kowal on the 

passing away of her beloved husband, Martin.  Visitation will be tomorrow at Szal’s Funeral Home 

from 2:00-8:00 PM, and the funeral will be held St Malachy Catholic Church in Kennedy Township on 

Tuesday morning.  May God grant him rest eternal! 

 

Archbishop Job of the Midwest Diocese died suddenly on Friday morning after a brief bout with 

pneumonia.  The Funeral Liturgy with interment will be held on Saturday, December 26th at St John 

the Baptist Church in Black Lick (Blairsville), PA beginning at 10:00 AM. 

 

Divine Liturgy on New Year’s Day (St Basil’s Day) will be held on Friday, January 1st at 10:00 AM. 

 

Our grateful thanks to parishioner Steve Meno for beautifully decorating the church (trees, garland, 

roses) for our celebration of St Nicholas day and the upcoming Nativity feast. Steve is dedicating the 

roses which adorn the Christmas trees in memory of Matushka Olga Soroka (2nd anniversary Dec 31), 

whose favorite flower was the rose. May God richly bless him for his love of the beauty of God’s 

house!  Please support his outstanding business: Della Robbia Flowers and Gifts 842 Gill Hall Road, 

Clairton, PA 15025-3236   (412) 650-4200. 

 

St. Nick's Corner News:  A beautiful DVD is available chronicling the consecration of His Grace, Bishop 

Melschisedek this past summer at St Alexander Nevsky Cathedral in Allison Park.  $25 each. 

 

Thank you to our December donors!  Altar Candles ($50 – Christmas) from Donya Yewisiak in 

memory of mother, Matushka Olga Soroka.  Holy Bread ($50) from Alexandria Tirpak for the health 

of John, Theodore, Amelia, Andrea, Nicholas, John, Charles and families, the Community of St 

Nicholas Parish, Matushka Martha, and Fr Thomas and family.  Communion Wine ($40) and Incense 

($10) from Paul, Lois, and Katharine Fuller for the health and safety of soldier, Justin (son and 

brother).  

(The 2010 donation schedule is available for sign up at the candle kiosk.) 

 

Please remember that Christmas eve is a strict fasting day.  On that day, it is the tradition of many of 

our people to have a “Holy Supper” consisting of up to 12 dishes.  Let us be mindful of our beautiful 

traditions which help us to celebrate the Nativity of our Lord. 

 

On Friday, our St Nicholas parish took possession of the St Mark’s properties next door.  As plans are 

being formulated, please pray that God would guide our decisions.  Our grateful thanks to the 

Maronda Foundation for their very generous donation. 

 

“With the God-man Christ, all that is God’s has become man’s, human, ours, so that each of us 

individually and all of us assembled together in the Divine-human body of Christ, the Church, might 

become god-men, having attained ‘to the perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 

Christ’ (Eph 4:12-13).   Therefore Christmas, the day of the birth of the God-man, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

is the greatest and most important day in the history of all the worlds in which man moves and lives.”  

 (St. Nikolai Velimirovich) 

Rev. Thomas Soroka, Rector 

    (412) 299-3942 

Rev. Dn. Joseph Mell, Attached 

Ms. Doris Wasilko, Choir Director 
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Sunday before the Nativity of Christ 

 

Tone 3    Troparion of the Resurrection 

Let the heavens rejoice! 

Let the earth be glad! 

For the Lord has shown strength with His arm! 

He has trampled down death by death! 

He has become the first born of the dead! 

He has delivered us from the depths of hell, 

and has granted to the world great mercy. 

 

Tone 4    Troparion of the Forefeast 

Great are the accomplishments of faith, 

for the three Holy Youths rejoice in the fountain of flames as though in the waters of rest; 

and the Prophet Daniel appeared 

a shepherd to the lions as though they were sheep. 

So by their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls! 

 

Tone 2    Troparion of the Fathers 

Great are the accomplishments of faith, 

for the three Holy Youths rejoice in the fountain of flames as though in the waters of rest; 

and the Prophet Daniel appeared 

a shepherd to the lions as though they were sheep. 

So by their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls! 

 

Tone 1    Kontakion of the Fathers 

Rejoice, O Bethlehem!  Prepare yourself, O Ephratha! 

The Lamb is on her way to give birth to the Chief Shepherd she carries in her womb. 

The God-bearing Forefathers will rejoice, beholding Him, 

and with the shepherds, they will glorify the Virgin nursing Him. 

 

Tone 3    Kontakion of the Pre-feast 

Today the Virgin comes to the cave 

to give birth to the Eternal Word. 

Hear the glad tidings and rejoice, O universe! 



Glorify with the Angels and the shepherds 

the Eternal God, Who is willing to appear as a little child! 

 

Tone 4    Prokeimenon of the Forefathers  (Song of the Three Youths) 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our Fathers and praised and glorified is Thy name forever! 

  

Epistle of the Sunday before the Nativity  (Heb 11:9-19,17-23, 32-40) 

By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, 

the heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose 

builder and maker is God. 

 

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises 

offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called," concluding 

that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a 

figurative sense. 

 

By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. By faith Jacob, when he was dying, 

blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. By faith Joseph, 

when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions 

concerning his bones. 

 

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he 

was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's command. 

 

And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and 

Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked 

righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 

escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned 

to flight the armies of the aliens. 

 

Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, 

that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, 

and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were 

slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, 

tormented - of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens 

and caves of the earth. 

 

And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God 

having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.  

 

Gospel of the Sunday before the Nativity (Matthew 1:1-25) 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham:  

 

Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. Judah begot Perez 

and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadab, 

Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot 

Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king. 

 

David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. Solomon begot Rehoboam, 

Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, 

and Joram begot Uzziah. Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah.  

Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. Josiah begot Jeconiah 

and his brothers about the time they were carried away to Babylon. 

 

And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. 

Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor.  

Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot 

Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was 

born Jesus who is called Christ.  

 

So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until the captivity 

in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen 

generations.  

 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before 

they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was 

minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary 

your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and 

you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins. 

 

So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 

saying: Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel, 

which is translated, "God with us." 

 

Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him 

his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name 

JESUS. 

  

Communion Hymn  (Psalm 148) 

Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest! 

     Of the Forefathers 



Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous!  Praise befits the just! 

 

While Holy Communion is reserved for Orthodox Christians 

who prepare themselves by prayer and fasting, 

non-Orthodox visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate the cross 

and receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the conclusion of the service. 

Please join us downstairs for coffee hour following the Divine Liturgy. 

 

(from last week’s bulletin) 

Vigil Light Donations (Please remember the following people in your prayers) From Helen Cobb for 

the departed servants, George, Ray Cobb, Fr. Vladimir & Mat. Olga, Darius Walat; for the health of 

Ruth, Vic, Todd, Aleisha, Dick, Jared, Helen March Shancey, Stephanie Kowal, the Tichy, Fuller, 

Kasnot, Speth, Wasilko, Barsom, Soroka and Mell families.  From Helen March Shancey for the 

departed servants, her husband, Richard Shancey, Norma Jean Evans, Joyce Duster, Ray Cobb, Ann 

Hruch, Mat. Olga, Melissa Torok and all deceased members of the Halajcio & Shancey families; for 

the health of Dr. Chris Baxter & family, Halajcio & Shancey families, Dale Halajcio, Linda Halajcio, 

Larry Halajcio, Dick Hassenmiller & family, Marion Geyser & family, Jim & Leslie Wokutch, Helen 

Cobb, Olga Novak & son, Marsha Namisnak & family, the Bittner, Hruch, Wasilko, Kasnot, Barsom, 

Kovacs, Kowalcheck and Robes families, Peter & Garnette, Reader Michael Soroka, Fr. Thomas, Rev. 

Dn. Joseph Mell and their families and all parishioners. God bless our service men and women.  From 

Michelle Bittner for the departed servant, Thelma Hruch.  From Peter & Garnette Kerchum for the 

departed servants, Mat. Olga and Very Rev. Fr. Vladimir Soroka; for the health of grandson, Michael 

Lopez Jr., Reader Michael Soroka, Peter Kerchum and George Shaytar.  From Marsha Wasilko for the 

health of the Wasilko family.  From David Namisnak for the departed servant, Melissa and Frank & 

Anna Namisnak; for the health of Marsha, Aaron, Rihn, Michele and Ella.  From John A. Tirpak for the 

health of Alexandria & John Tirpak and family.  From Tom & Georgiann Robes for the departed 

servants, George, Beverly & Johanna Porvaznik and Victor Robes; for the health of the Robes family; 

protect our servicemen and women.   From John & Nancy Pravlochak for the newly departed 

servant, (cousin) Robert Medwid; for the health of John & Alex on their birthdays and St. Nicholas 

Church.  From Alexandria Tirpak for the departed servants, (parents & grandparents) Amelia & John, 

Marie & Nicholas, Ann & Frank, (brother & nephew), Nicholas & Nicholas; for the health of Amelia, 

Andrea, Richard & their families, John, Theodore, Mat. Martha on her birthday, community of St. 

Nicholas Parish; men & women serving our country; God Bless America; special intentions.  From 

Carol Kowalcheck for the health of our son, Nicholas on his Name’s Day (12/6) and our St. Nicholas 

family.  From John & Carol Kowalcheck for the health and salvation of our family.  From John 

Kowalcheck for the health of Carol Ann Kowalcheck.  From Charles A. Wasilko for the departed 

servants, (grandmother) Katherine Dyczko and Lorie Galvin.  From Raisa Burd for the departed 

servants, Agrippina, Stepan, Anna, Denise, Ivan, Vladimir, Vassili and Lena; for the health of Marina, 

Vladimir, Polina, Roman, Lena and all our relatives & friends.  From Geroge & Nancy Shaytar for the 

health of George Shaytar, Tony Bertram and Peter Kerchum.   


